
Too-Using by the African Grey Parrot (Psittacus erithacus)

Madge J. Janzen; Daniel H. Janzen; Caroline M. Pond

Biotropica, Vol. 8, No. 1. (Mar., 1976), p. 70.

Stable URL:

http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0006-3606%28197603%298%3A1%3C70%3ATBTAGP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Y

Biotropica is currently published by The Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation.

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of JSTOR's Terms and Conditions of Use, available at
http://www.jstor.org/about/terms.html. JSTOR's Terms and Conditions of Use provides, in part, that unless you have obtained
prior permission, you may not download an entire issue of a journal or multiple copies of articles, and you may use content in
the JSTOR archive only for your personal, non-commercial use.

Please contact the publisher regarding any further use of this work. Publisher contact information may be obtained at
http://www.jstor.org/journals/tropbio.html.

Each copy of any part of a JSTOR transmission must contain the same copyright notice that appears on the screen or printed
page of such transmission.

JSTOR is an independent not-for-profit organization dedicated to and preserving a digital archive of scholarly journals. For
more information regarding JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

http://www.jstor.org
Fri May 11 15:15:50 2007

http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0006-3606%28197603%298%3A1%3C70%3ATBTAGP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Y
http://www.jstor.org/about/terms.html
http://www.jstor.org/journals/tropbio.html


LACK, D. 1945. The Galapagos finches: a study in variation. Oce. Pap. Calif. Acad. Sci. 21. 
1947. Darwin's Finches. Cambridge U. Press. 

PALMER, C E., AND R. L. PYLE. 1966. The climatological setting of the Galapagos. In R. I. Bowman (Ed.). Proc. 
Symp. Galapagos, pp. 93-99. Berkeley. 

PHILLIPSON, J. 1964. A miniature bomb calorimeter for small biological samples. Oikos 15: 130-139. 
RACINE, C, AND]. F. DOWNHOWER. 1974. Vegetative and reproductive strategies of 0puntia (Cactaceae) in the 

Galapagos Islands. Biotropica 6: 175-186. 
SMITH, C C 1970. The coevolution of pine squirrels (Tamiseiurus) and conifers. Eco!. Monogr. 40: 349-371. 
SMYTHE, N. 1970. Relationships between fruiting seasons and seed dispersal methods in a neotropical forest. Am. 

Nat. 104: 25-35. 
STEELE, R. G. D., AND J. H. TORRIE. 1960. Principles and procedures of statistics. McGraw-Hill, New York. 
THORNTON, I. 1971. Darwin's Islands. Natural History Press, NY. 322 pp. 
WIGGINS, I. L., AND D. M. PORTER. 1971. Flora of the Galapagos Islands. Stanford U. Press. Stanford. 998 pp. 

NOTE 

Tool-Using by the African Grey Parrot (Psittacus erithacus) 
Our pet African grey parrot (origin: Cameroon), living in a free-flight wood and screen indoor cage (3 x 
2 x 1 m), uses 1.5-4cm long splinters of wood to scratch the skin on the posterior part of its head. It 
obtains these splinters by prising them off the pine posts in its cage. It then carries them back to itS 
perch in its beak in flight, or while walking across the screen wall. When walking on the screen, it uses 
its beak as a third foot, but carefully avoids dropping the splinter. On the perch, it grasps the splinter 
at right angles to the long axis of the foot and then uses it to dig into its feathers. It transfers the splinter 
to the other foot (via its bill) to scratch the other side of its head. It appears more dexterous in this be­
havior with the left foot than the right, and sometimes reaches under its head with its left foot to scratch 
the right side of its head with the splinter, or turns its head upside down to reach the back side. Scratch­
ing behavior with a particular splinter may last for several minutes before the stick is dropped or chewed 
into fragments. After this behavior appeared spontaneously (at the age of about 11 months), we found 
that it uses match sticks placed in the cage for the same purpose. It also allows humans to scratch its 
head and solicits attention to this purpose. 
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