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Tropical  
Dry Forests
Under Threat & Under-Researched

Why are dry forests important?
Dry forests account for nearly half of the world’s tropical and 
subtropical forests,1 spanning large areas of Africa, Latin America  
CPF�VJG�#UKC�2CEKƂE��6JG�VKODGT�CPF�PQP�VKODGT�RTQFWEVU�VJG[�RTQXKFG�
CTG�GUUGPVKCN�VQ�VJG�NKXGNKJQQFU�CPF�YGNN�DGKPI�QH�OKNNKQPU�QH�VJG�YQTNFoU�
RQQTGUV�RGQRNG�2�&T[�HQTGUVU�CNUQ�RTQXKFG�KPXCNWCDNG�GEQU[UVGO�UGTXKEGU�
that support the agricultural systems upon which millions of 
UWDUKUVGPEG�HCTOGTU�FGRGPF�3

;GV�VTQRKECN�FT[�HQTGUVU�CTG�CV�GXGP�ITGCVGT�TKUM�QH�FKUCRRGCTKPI�VJCP�
humid forests, primarily due to higher population densities and the 
CUUQEKCVGF�FGOCPF�HQT�GPGTI[�CPF�NCPF�

&T[�HQTGUVU�FKHHGT�HTQO�JWOKF�HQTGUVU�KP�VJG�IQQFU�CPF�UGTXKEGU�VJG[�
supply and their management needs,4�[GV�TGEGKXG�TGNCVKXGN[�NKVVNG�
TGUGCTEJ�CVVGPVKQP�s�YJKEJ�OGCPU�VJG�FCVC�TGSWKTGF�HQT�UKVG�URGEKƂE��
GXKFGPEG�DCUGF�RQNKE[�CTG�QHVGP�KPEQORNGVG�

Hundreds of millions of 
people depend on dry 
forests. Destroy these 
forests and you destroy 
their well-being.
&T��2JQUKUQ�5QNC��%+(14

Dry forests support the 
livelihoods of many  
of the world’s poorest 
people – but these 
valuable ecosystems 
are disappearing fast, 
and research to inform 
policy is, in the large 
part, lacking.

For more information on Tropical Dry Forests:
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Despite the clear and 
urgent need for policy 
to support dry forests, 
much of the data 
required is absent  
QT�KPEQORNGVG�

 ?
Dry forests comprise 
almost half of the 
world’s subtropical 
CPF�VTQRKECN�HQTGUVU�1

Dry forest quick facts

(WGNYQQF�FGOCPF�
may be the second 
largest cause of 
deforestation in 
FGXGNQRKPI�EQWPVTKGU�11 
Asia is thought to 
account for almost half 
of the world’s fuelwood 
EQPUWORVKQP�12



Dry forests in  
the Caribbean  
CTG�UKIPKƂECPVN[�
WPFGT�TGUGCTEJGF
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Two-thirds of 
tropical dry forests in 

VJG�#OGTKECU�JCXG�CNTGCF[�
been converted to other 
land uses, with the rate as 

high as 95% in some 
countries�7

What is a “tropical dry forest”? Dry forests around the world: 
6JGTG�CTG�OCP[�V[RGU�QH�FT[�HQTGUV�CTQWPF�VJG�YQTNF��
1PG�FGƂPKVKQP5�KFGPVKƂGU�VJG�HQNNQYKPI�EJCTCEVGTKUVKEU�

  1  
�� �6TQRKECN�ENKOCVG��YKVJ summer rain  

bringing 500–1500 mm annually 

  2   A dry season of 5–8 months

3   Dry forest canopies are typically more open than  
VJG�FGPUG��ENQUGF�ECPQR[�QH�C�VTQRKECN�TCKPHQTGUV�

4   Dry forests are also an important habitat for  
GPFCPIGTGF�URGEKGU��GI��)KTCHHG��-QOQFQ� 
&TCIQP��5NQVJ�$GCT��-KPIƂUJGTU�

#TVKUVoU�KORTGUUKQP�QH�CP�#HTKECP�FT[�HQTGUV

3
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Why tropical dry forests matter to people
Food:�6TQRKECN�FT[�HQTGUVU�EQPVTKDWVG�VQ�NQECN�FKGVU�YKVJ�
YKNF�HTWKVU��XGIGVCDNGU��PWVU��GFKDNG�KPUGEVU�CPF�DWUJOGCV��
6JGUG�HQTGUV�RTQFWEVU�CTG�GZVTGOGN[�KORQTVCPV�HQT�HQQF�
UGEWTKV[��GURGEKCNN[�KP�VKOGU�QH�UECTEKV[��+P�CFFKVKQP��YKNF�
HQQFU�RTQXKFG�GUUGPVKCN�PWVTKGPVU�VQ�VJG�FKGVU�QH�RGQRNG�
YJQ�NKXG�KP�QT�PGCT�HQTGUVGF�CTGCU�14

Fuel: Wood is the main source of energy for households  
KP�FT[�HQTGUV�CTGCU��5QOG�����DKNNKQP�RGQRNG�s�CDQWV����
RGTEGPV�QH�VJG�RQRWNCVKQP�QH�NGUU�FGXGNQRGF�EQWPVTKGU�s�
EQQM�YKVJ�HWGNYQQF��1H�VJGUG������OKNNKQP�RGQRNG� 
OC[�WUG�YQQF�VQ�DQKN�YCVGT�HQT�FTKPMKPI�15 

Livelihoods: Dry forests supply products that can be 
ICVJGTGF�CPF�UQNF��UWEJ�CU�DGGUYCZ��JQPG[��RNCPVU�� 
KPUGEVU�QT�YQQF�HQT�EJCTEQCN�OCMKPI��6JGUG�HTGGN[�
CEEGUUKDNG�RTQFWEVU�RTQXKFG�GXGP�VJG�XGT[�RQQT�YKVJ�
enterprise opportunities, which, with support, can  
DGEQOG�C�OGCPU�QH�GEQPQOKE�FGXGNQROGPV�CPF� 
RQXGTV[�CNNGXKCVKQP��� 

Carbon storage for climate change mitigation:  
$[�UVQTKPI�ECTDQP��FT[�HQTGUVU�JGNR�OKVKICVG�ENKOCVG�
EJCPIG��+V�KU�MPQYP�VJCV�FT[�HQTGUVU�UVQTG�NGUU�ECTDQP� 
VJCP�JWOKF�HQTGUVU��DWV�XGT[�NKVVNG�KU�MPQYP�CDQWV�VJG� 
actual amounts of carbon stored, as measuring carbon 
UVQEMU�TGSWKTGU�C�FKHHGTGPV�CRRTQCEJ�HTQO�JWOKF�HQTGUVU��
CPF�FT[�HQTGUV�KPXGPVQTKGU�VGPF�VQ�DG�KPEQORNGVG�� 
OKUUKPI�QT�QWV�QH�FCVG�17 

Climate change adaptation:�6JG�HQQF�CPF�NKXGNKJQQFU�
RTQXKFGF�D[�FT[�HQTGUVU�OC[�RNC[�C�ETKVKECN�TQNG�KP�DWKNFKPI�
EQOOWPKVKGUo�TGUKNKGPEG�VQ�ENKOCVG�EJCPIG�CPF�XCTKCDKNKV[�18

Support of agriculture:�&T[�HQTGUVU�RTQXKFG�C�YKFG� 
TCPIG�QH�GEQU[UVGO�UGTXKEGU��UWEJ�CU�YCVGT�OCPCIGOGPV��
NKXGUVQEM�RTQXKUKQPKPI��RQNNKPCVKQP�UGTXKEGU��PWVTKGPV�E[ENKPI�
CPF�UQKN�KORTQXGOGPV��6JTQWIJ�VJGUG�UGTXKEGU��FT[�HQTGUVU�
RNC[�CP�KORQTVCPV��EQORNGZ�s�[GV�PQV�HWNN[�WPFGTUVQQF�
– role in supporting the agricultural systems upon which 
OKNNKQPU�QH�UWDUKUVGPEG�HCTOGTU�FGRGPF�3

Tropical Dry Forests   7PFGT�6JTGCV���7PFGT�4GUGCTEJGF



In some areas, 
GURGEKCNN[�KP�+PFKC��
other moist forest 
V[RGU�YKNN�DG�
TGRNCEGF�D[�FT[�
forests as the 
ENKOCVG�EJCPIGU�

8KTVWCNN[�PQVJKPI� 
is known about  

the dry forests of the 
2CEKƂE�+UNCPFU��YJKEJ� 

are thought to have  
DGGP�TGFWEGF�VQ� 
NGUU�VJCP�����QH�
VJGKT�QTKIKPCN� 
GZVGPV�

?

Up to 60%�QH�CNN�
forests in India  
CTG�FT[�HQTGUV�2

Up to 30% of 
HQTGUVU�KP�OCKPNCPF�
Southeast Asia  
CTG�FT[�HQTGUV�2

The African miombo�CNQPG� 
EQPVTKDWVGU�VQ�VJG�NKXGNKJQQFU�QH�OQTG�
than 100 million people in urban  
CPF�TWTCN�CTGCU�6

100  
million In the Philippines, 

dry forests are the 
forest system that is 
the most vulnerable 
to climate change���
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#P�CPCN[UKU�QH�VJG�UVCVG�QH�MPQYNGFIG�QP�VTQRKECN�FT[�
HQTGUVU�TGXGCNGF�VJG�HQNNQYKPI�TGUGCTEJ�RTKQTKVKGU�HQT�
DWKNFKPI�MPQYNGFIG�VQ�KPHQTO�RQNKE[�19

•� 'UVCDNKUJ�C�INQDCNN[�CITGGF�FGƂPKVKQP�QH�VTQRKECN�FT[�
HQTGUVU��6JG�(#1�FGƂPKVKQP�
UGG�FKCITCO�5 is one 
RQUUKDNG�QRVKQP�

• 'UVCDNKUJ�PCVKQPCN�CPF�INQDCN�FT[�HQTGUV�KPXGPVQTKGU�

• +ORTQXG�MPQYNGFIG�QH�VJG�DKQRJ[UKECN�CURGEVU�QH�FT[�
HQTGUVU��VJGKT�GEQU[UVGO�UGTXKEGU�CPF�QRRQTVWPKVKGU�HQT�
UWUVCKPCDNG�KPVGPUKƂECVKQP�QH�CITKEWNVWTG�KP�#HTKEC��#UKC��
VJG�%CTKDDGCP�CPF�VJG�2CEKƂE�

• +PXGUVKICVG�JWOCPsHQTGUV�KPVGTCEVKQPU�KP�.CVKP�#OGTKEC��
#UKC��VJG�%CTKDDGCP�CPF�VJG�2CEKƂE�

• (CEKNKVCVG�KPHQTOCVKQP�UJCTKPI�QP�TGUGCTEJ�
OGVJQFQNQIKGU�CETQUU�TGIKQPU�

• #UUGUU�VJG�KORCEVU�QH�ETQUU�DQTFGT�CPF�KPVGTPCN�VTCFG�
CPF�KPXGUVOGPV��VJG�RQVGPVKCN�HQT�ECTDQP�UGSWGUVTCVKQP��
CPF�GPXKTQPOGPVsFGXGNQROGPV�VTCFG�QHHU�KP�CNN�TGIKQPU�

• 'ZCOKPG�JQY�VJG�PGGFU�CPF�FGOCPFU�QH�JWOCPU� 
and forestry management systems change as  
UQEKGVKGU�EJCPIG�

• Update information on deforestation in African  
dry forests

• 4GUGCTEJ�VJG�EQPVTKDWVKQP�QH�FT[�HQTGUVU�VQ�NKXGNKJQQFU�
across Latin America

• 4GUGCTEJ�CNN�CURGEVU�QH�FT[�HQTGUVU�KP�#UKC��VJG�2CEKƂE�
CPF�VJG�%CTKDDGCP

• +P�CNN�TGIKQPU��KPETGCUG�TGUGCTEJ�QP�UWUVCKPCDNG�
management of dry forests, as well as analysis of 
forestry policy and policy in other sectors that affect  
FT[�HQTGUVU�

(QT�FGVCKNGF�TGEQOOGPFCVKQPU�HQT�TGUGCTEJ�KP�FT[�HQTGUVU��UGG�$NCEMKG�
GV�CN��������6TQRKECN�&T[�(QTGUVU��6JG�5VCVG�QH�)NQDCN�-PQYNGFIG�CPF�
4GEQOOGPFCVKQPU�HQT�(WVWTG�4GUGCTEJ��%+(14�FKUEWUUKQP�RCRGT��
$QIQT��+PFQPGUKC��%GPVGT�HQT�+PVGTPCVKQPCN�(QTGUVT[�4GUGCTEJ�
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